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House of Burgess: Loggia, Weiland ‘never quit 
trying’ 
Two gifted, persistent artists died last week 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


Sometimes it takes the sudden absence of a gifted artist for us to identify 
their place in our imaginations. These are the ones who weren’t afraid of 
playing their roles, despite obstacles, for decades. Last week saw two such 


artists leave us. 
First, singer Scott Weiland died Thursday. 


“Police say a small amount of cocaine was discovered on Weiland’s tour bus 


in Bloomington, Minnesota, where the singer was found dead outside a 


hotel near the Mall of America late Thursday night, and one of his 
bandmates has been arrested,” reported WCCO’s Kate Raddatz on Friday. 
“Investigators say they executed a search warrant on the bus and found a 
small amount of a substance that tested positive as cocaine in the bedroom 
where the 48-year-old singer’s body was discovered. Police say they also 
found the drug in an area known to be occupied by one of Weiland’s 
bandmates in The Wildabouts — Thomas Delton Black, 47, or ‘Tommy 
Black,’ as he’s listed on the band’s Facebook page. Black was booked and is 
currently being held at the Bloomington Police Department, pending 


charges for possession of a controlled substance.” 


Then, actor Robert Loggia died of complications due to Alzheimer’s disease 


on Friday at the age of 85. 


I can’t say I had actively thought about either of them in quite some time, 
yet both bulletins had this same effect: They dredged up their performances 


from some of the deeper areas of my memory. 


Loggia was a character actor who melted like butter into the roles he 
played. And he was in everything. His IMDb filmography spans 200-plus 
roles over dozens of film and television roles dating back to the birth of the 
medium. There he is in “Scarface,” as the doomed criminal boss Frank 
Lopez. There he is playing the villainous grandfather in Sylvester Stallone’s 


arm wrestling classic, “Over the Top.” There he is in the science fiction 


blockbuster “Independence Day” as Gen. William Grey. There he is dancing 


on The Walking Piano in FAO Schwartz with Tom Hanks’ character in “Big.” 


In preparation for this column, I delved back into my own memories to see 
how some of my favorite performances from these two held up. They both 
passed beautifully. I re-watched Loggia’s four-episode arc on “The 
Sopranos” during Season 5 as the windy, mostly incarcerated mobster 


“Feech” La Mana. (It’s just as flawless as I remember, of course.) 


In Weiland’s case, I revisited two of the first CDs I ever owned in my life: 
Stone Temple Pilots’ first two albums, 1992’s “Core” and 1994’s “Purple.” I 
wasn’t fully aware of it at the time, but STP was apparently every music 
critic’s favorite punching bag back in the day. The band, and especially 
Weiland, were treated as some bargain bin version of Pearl Jam or Alice In 


Chains. 


Listening back, I see how these critics got there, but there is so much more 
going on. Once you get past the stylistic veneer of early 90s grunge, deeper 
influences like David Bowie and The Doors emerge. And the hits! “Core” 
opens with “Dead & Bloated,” “Sex Type Thing” and “Wicked Garden.” Any 
band would be lucky to have three songs that strong anywhere on their 
album. Those were just the first three. “Creep” and “Plush” are still to 


come. 


Both Loggia and Weiland died with their boots on. Despite having been 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s in 2010, Loggia kept plugging away at his work 
well into his 80s. He starred in no less than three movies this year alone, 
with several more yet-to-be-released films in the can. While Weiland’s 
wounds seemed more self-inflicted, they were no less real. His long career 
was marred by arrests, stints in rehab and a habit of being fired by his 
bands, first by Velvet Revolver in 2008 and later by Stone Temple Pilots in 


2013. 


None of this stopped him from performing, though. The day he was found 
dead of cardiac arrest it was just before he was scheduled to perform. “He 
wanted to be really good at what he did,” said David Fricke, senior writer at 
Rolling Stone, who offered his remembrance of Weiland on Friday. “He 


never quit trying. ... And that’s what great artists do.” 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


